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The most obvious feature of this winter's avian movements was the number 
of Snowy Owls, unprecedented in living memory, that invaded the state. A tally 
maintained by Joel Jorgensen and Lauren Dinan of Nebraska Game and Parks 
indicated that over 200 snowies were found in the state, and most were documented. 
Not as popular with the public, but perhaps of greater scientific interest were 
the mid-winter reports of species normally rare at this time of year. Most notable in 
this respect were waterfowl, grebes, cranes, and sparrows. A read-through of these 
species suggests the very mild winter experienced over most of Nebraska allowed a 
number of species to linger into winter, if not survive into spring. Cranes were an 
interesting case; a large flock of Sandhills actually overwintered, a rare occurrence, 
while a Whooping Crane family and a lone Common Crane moved into Nebraska 
with early-migrating Sandhill Cranes. Related was the appearance at feeders of two 
Pheucticus grosbeaks, but only one White-winged Crossbill sighting (3 birds) 
ensued, despite an incursion of the species into Iowa. 
ABBREVIATIONS 
ad: adult 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBC: Christmas Bird Count 
Cem: Cemetery 
CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 
fem: female 
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 
GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar Co 
HCR: Harlan Co Res., Republican City 
HL: Holmes L, Lincoln 
imm: immature 
juv: juvenile 
LM: L Mcconaughy, Keith Co 
LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 
m.ob.: many observers 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 
PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 
Res: Reservoir 
R WB: Playa area including several south-central and southeastern counties 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 
SP: State Park 
Silcock, “Winter Field Report, December 2011 to February 2012,” from Nebraska Bird Review 
(March 2012) 80(1). Copyright 2012 Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. Used by permission.
4 The Nebraska Bird Review 
OBSERVERS 
AC: Anton Curtis, Grand Island 
AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff 
AH: Alice Heckman, Kearney 
AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 
ARy: Al Reyer, Bellevue 
AS: Ami Sheffield, Omaha 
B&DW: Bruce & Donna Walgren, Casper, WY 
BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 
BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue 
BGr: Bob Grier, Alliance 
CM: Connie McCartney, Grand Island 
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 
CWH: C.W. Huntley, Ogallala 
D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames 
DB: Duane Bright, Bellevue 
DE: Dave Ely, Salem, MA 
DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 
DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 
DS: Doug Smith, Omaha 
DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhorn 
EBa: Elaine Bache!, Lincoln 
GJ: Gail Johnson, Warminster, PA 
GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 
GS: Greg Stoiber, Bellevue 
JB: Joe Belsan, Ogallala 
JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 
JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 
JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 
JGr: Jonas Grundman, Omaha 
JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 
JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey, Doniphan 
JMu: Jerry Mulliken, Nickerson 
JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 
JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 
KC: Ken Carnes, Lincoln 
KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 
KK: Karen Kader, Omaha 
KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 
LD: Linda Deeds, North Platte 
LDi: Lauren Dinan, Lincoln 
LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 
LF: Larry Falk, Nebraska City 
LG: Lynnette Gibson, Grand Island 
LJH: Luke J. Hamilton, Bridgeport 
LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 
LRB: Linda R. Brown, Lincoln 
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Greater White-fronted Goose: Occasionally birds can be found in mid-winter 
with Canada Geese; 13 were with a flock of Canadas in Lincoln Co 10 Jan 
(TJW) and 2 were at HL 14 Jan (LE). Spring arrival of good numbers was 
early, with 200 at BOL 1 Feb (JGJ, LD) and 100 in Hall Co 3 Feb (PD). 
Snow Goose: Even in average years there is a small window in Jan when Snow 
Geese are absent, and despite the mild winter this year, the window persisted, 
with none reported between 8 and 22 Jan. The 4600 in Lancaster Co 8 Jan 
(JC, SS) were likely late fall lingerers while 300 at HCR 22 Jan (LR, RH), 
and 600 in Hall Co 3 Feb (PD) were spring arrivals. By 21 Feb "insane 
numbers" were moving into south-central Nebraska (JGJ). Occurrence is erratic 
in the Panhandle; 8 were at Scottsbluff SL 17 Feb (KD). 
Ross's Goose: Although generally occurring at the same times as Snow Geese, 
mid-winter occurrences of Ross's Geese are far fewer due to their much smaller 
numbers. An early arrival date for Ross's was the 20 with newly-arrived Snow 
Geese in Hall Co 3 Feb (PD). 
Cackling Goose: A few straggle into early Jan, although 200 were still in 
Douglas Co, 29 Dec (JR) and 440 at LM 30 Dec (SID); 20 were at Boystown 
L, Douglas Co 9 Jan (JR). First arrivals were 600 in Hall Co 3 Feb (PD). 
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Canada Goose: Many overwinter at favored localities, but migrants boost 
numbers in fall; best tally was the 19,864 on the Scottsbluff CBC 17 Dec 
(fide AK). High fall counts are 30,000+. 
Mute Swan: Reports from the Omaha area persist, with 2 at Boystown L, Douglas 
Co, 29 Dec and 9 Jan (JR). 
Trumpeter Swan: Good fall counts were the 35 on the Calamus Res CBC 28 Dec 
(JJ) and 22 on the LM CBC 31 Dec (fide SID). A single bird, possibly 
injured, was on a west Omaha pond 29 Dec (DSt) through 20 Jan (DS, m. 
ob.). 
Tundra Swan: None were reported. It is likely that this rare fall migrant is being 
overlooked among the much more numerous Trumpeter Swans. 
Wood Duck: Recent years have seen more midwinter reports of this species, 
mostly in the south and east. The 4 such reports this winter brought the total 
to 24: two were in Lancaster Co 14 Jan (LE), one was at Medicine Creek Res, 
Frontier Co, 16 Jan (RL), 2 were in Dodge Co 20 Jan (GJ), and 2-3 were in 
west Omaha 9 Jan- I Feb (JR). The 24 on the Grand Island CBC 17 Dec (fide 
CM) was a good count. 
Mandarin Duck: A free-flying, unmarked male was found at Pier Park, Grand 
Island, 14 Dec (SM), and apparently wintered there, with sightings through 29 
Feb (LG, SM); a female was also present 21 Feb (TJW). There is a prior 
Nebraska record for 2010 of one shot by a hunter; it showed no signs of 
having been in captivity (TJW). A long-standing (20+ years) breeding 
population exists in Pueblo Co, Colorado (DE). 
Gadwall: The 575 at LM 30-31 Dec (SJD) was an excellent count for late Dec. 
"Large numbers" wintered on Carter L, Omaha, (JR), although the surprising 
170 there 6 Feb (JR) probably included some early migrants; only one bird 
was found there 6 Jan (CNK). The 20 on HCR 22 Jan (LR, RH) may have 
wintered also. There are only about 34 records 9 Jan-9 Feb . 
. American Wigeon: Numbers fall rapidly in late Dec, and so the 624 at LM 30-31 
Dec (SJD) was a large tally for the date. Rather late was one at Carter L, 
Omaha, 6 Jan (CNK), and early were 8 there 8 Feb (JR). The only midwinter 
reports were of singles at HCR 22 Jan (LR, RH) and in Frontier Co I Feb 
(WF). 
American Black Duck: None were reported; this has become a rare species in 
Nebraska in recent years. 
Mallard: Best tally was the amazing 100,000 at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 30 
Dec (D&JP), second-highest on record for fall. 
Blue-winged Teal: One of only 4 records all-time for Dec was one in Lancaster 
Co I Dec (LE). 
Northern Shoveler: Perhaps only the 3rd instance of overwintering (as opposed 
to isolated mid-winter reports) away from the North Platte Valley was the 
surprising 150-270 birds at Carter L, Omaha, (JR,CNK). The only other mid-
winter report was of 2 in Adams Co 29 Jan (LE). 
Northern Pintail: Reports were routine for this regular winter visitor, usually 
found with wintering Mallards. 
Green-winged Teal: The 294 at LM 31 Dec 2011 (fide SID) was an excellent 
count for the late date. A few winter most years, often with Mallards. 
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Canvasback: Overwintering is rare; 1-2 were at Carter L, Omaha, 6-9 Jan and 
apparently wintered (JR); numbers increased to 40 on 6 Feb (JR). 
Redhead: There were more reports than usual of this species which is generally rare 
in midwinter and does not occur every year. Five were at HL 13 Jan (LE), 2 at 
North Platte 25 Jan (TJW), one at HCR 29 Jan (RSt, MM, EBa), 10 at PL 1 
Feb (JGJ, LDi), and one in Frontier Co the same day (WF). The last two 
sightings may have been early spring arrivals (see Ring-necked Duck). First 
definite spring arrivals were the 80 at Carter L, Omaha, (JR); one lingered 
there until 6 Jan (CNK) but was not reported in the interim. A good tally of 
322 was still at LO as late as 30-31 Dec (SJD). 
Ring-necked Duck: Latest in fall were 16 at Carter L, Omaha, 9 Jan (JR), a late 
date; after that none were reported there until 70 showed up 6 Feb (JR), an 
early spring arrival date. There were reports from 4 locations 1 Feb, 
suggesting an even earlier spring arrival, as with Redhead the same day. 
Reports for 1 Feb were of singles in west Omaha (JR), Frontier Co (WF), and 
South Sioux City (BFH), and 12 at Boystown L, Douglas Co, (JR). The 310 
at LO 30-31 Dec (SJD) was a good count that late. 
Greater Scaup: The only fall report was the good tally of 46 at LO 30-31 Dec 
(SJD), while the only spring reports were of a male record early at HL 12 Feb 
(JC, SSc) and 4 at Carter L, Omaha, 23 Feb (JR). 
Lesser Scaup: The only overwintering birds were 2-4 in Douglas Co (JR), where 
wintering rarely occurs. Reports for the state are fewest between 6 Jan-8 Feb; 
the only such records were of one at HL 14 Jan (LE), one at HCR 29 Jan (RSt, 
MM, EBa) and 2 at South Sioux City 29 Jan-12 Feb (BFH). 
Surf Scoter: The only report was of one at Capitol Beach L, Lincoln 2-3 Dec 
(JGJ, LE). This is a regular but rare fall migrant through mid-Dec. 
White-winged Scoter: Also a regular but rare fall migrant, 3 were reported: 
singles at HL 1-9 Dec (LE, DL), LM 9 Dec (PD), and ajuv male at LM 31 
Dec (fide SJD), a rather late date. 
Black Scoter: Likely the same bird was at LM 9 Dec (PD) and 16 Dec (PD). 
This species is also a regular but rare fall migrant. 
Long-tailed Duck: The two reports of this regular but rare migrant were of a male 
and 3 fems at Capitol Beach L, Lincoln, 1 Dec (LE) and of 2-3 at GPD 8 Dec-
2 Jan (JJ, MB). The latter sighting is only the 2nd report for Jan away from 
Keith or Lincoln Cos. 
Bufflehead: One at Medicine Creek Res, Frontier Co, 16 Jan (RL) was only the 
7th midwinter record away from LM, Sutherland Res or GPD. The 385 at LM 
30-31 Dec was an excellent late fall tally. 
Common Goldeneye: The 191 at Scottsbluff SL 17 Feb (KD)was a near-record 
spring tally; high is 200. 
Barrow's Goldeneye: None were reported; this is another regular but rare winter 
visitor, mostly to the North Platte Valley. 
Hooded Merganser: One at BOL 5 Jan (LE) was tardy; midwinter reports (6 Jan-
20 Feb for this species) are uncommon away from LM and Sutherland Res, 
but this winter 16 were at North Platte SL 16 Jan (TJW), 2 were at HCR 29 
Jan (RSt, MM, EBa), and one was at Carter L, Omaha, 6 Feb (JR). 
Common Merganser: Best count was the 6000 still at LM 30 Dec (SJD); high 
mid-winter counts are 12-15,000. 
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Red-breasted Merganser: A few straggle late in fall with the flocks of Common 
Mergansers at LM; 5-9 were counted there 30-31 Dec (SJD). 
Ruddy Duck: This species overwinters rarely; the 1-2 at Carter L, Omaha, 
through the period (JR) were only the 3rd report of overwintering. Midwinter 
reports are also rare; 4 were in west Omaha I Feb (JR). One at BOL 5 Jan 
(LE) was tardy, while a fem there 22 Feb (LE) was early. The 29 at LM 30-31 
Dec (SJD) was an excellent tally for the late date. 
Northern Bobwhite: Best tally was a single covey of 25 in Hall Co 4 Dec (JLL). 
Recent years have not seen the high counts achieved in the 1970s and 1980s; 
high count from those years was 387 on the 1989 Norfolk CBC. No 
bobwhites were seen on the Seward-BOL CBC for the first time since the 
count began in 1993 (fide JG). 
Gray Partridge: The only report was of one in Brown Co 15 Dec (RE), near the 
west edge of the northeast Nebraska range. 
Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine for this statewide species that 
varies in abundance from region to region. 
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Rather surprisingly, 19 on the Crawford CBC 2 Jan was a 
new species for that count (B&DW). 
Greater Prairie-Chicken: Best counts were the 139 in Logan Co 30 Dec (SJD) 
and 102 in two flocks in Hall Co 12 Feb (PD). This species occurs on 
occasion in winter away from its summer range; one such bird was in Otoe Co 
9 Dec (WF). 
Wild Turkey: This species is abundant in the Missouri River Valley; a count-high 
473 were tallied on the DeSoto NWR CBC 18 Dec (fide JT). High winter 
count of turkeys is 800+ in Knox Co 20 Mar 2010. 
Common Loon: The only report was of a "probable" at BOL 16 Dec (KC); 
although not unprecedented, this is a rather late date for this species. 
Pied-billed Grebe: Two appeared rather early at Carter L, Omaha, 23 Feb (JR), 
but despite one lingering there very late to 6 Jan (CNK), none were reported in 
the interim. Fall departure is generally complete by around 25 Dec, and so 
very late were the surprising 5 at LM 30-31 Dec (SJD). 
Homed Grebe: Most are gone by mid-Dec, and so one at LM 30-31 Dec (SJD) 
was rather late; latest date on record is 2 Jan, achieved four times, all at LM. 
The only other report, also rather tardy, were two on the BOL-Seward CBC 16 
Dec (fide JG). 
Red-necked Grebe: The 4th-latest on record were the 2 juvs at LM 30-31 Dec 
(SJD). Numbers of reports of this species have increased in recent years. 
Eared Grebe: The only report was of a tardy bird in Lancaster Co 2 Dec (JGJ); last 
dates are in mid-Dec. 
Western Grebe: One was rather late at Capitol Beach L, Lincoln, 2 Dec (JGJ, 
LE). The 700 at LM was an excellent tally for the late date 30 Dec (SJD); a 
few attempt to over-winter at LM most years, but usually counts are in the 
single digits. 
Clark's Grebe: The 2 at LM 30 Dec (SJD) were late; there are only 4 records for 
Jan. 
Double-crested Cormorant: The only report of this cold-sensitive species was 
of one at HCR 22 Jan (LR, RH); the only other midwinter report from HCR is 
of one that wintered 1999-2000. 
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American White Pelican: Wintering has occurred on occasion away from the 
warm pool at Sutherland Res; HCR hosted 5 birds 24 Jan (WF) and likely one 
of the 3 was there 25 Feb (PU). An injured bird lingered in Dodge Co until 
20 Jan (GJ, JMu, D&JP) and a single was on the Missouri River at Omaha 19 
Feb (KK). 
Great Blue Heron: Good late Dec tallies were the 19 on the LM CBC 31 Dec 
(fide SJD) and 12 at Grand Island 30 Dec (D&JP). 
Bald Eagle: Ads were tending 3 nests 20 Jan in Custer and Blaine Cos (JGJ, LDi, 
JLL), which is rather early; the first date on record for copulation is 19 Feb. 
Northern Harrier: Reports were routine for this uncommon, statewide winter 
visitor. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: A good CBC count for this uncommon winter visitor was 
the 7 at LM 31 Dec (fide SJD). 
Cooper's Hawk: A good CBC count for this fairly common winter visitor was 
the 6 at LM 31 Dec (fide SJD). 
Northern Goshawk: None were reported; this is a rare statewide winter visitor. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: A rarity anywhere in the state at any time, one was in a 
Bellevue yard 22 Dec (DB). 
Red-tailed Hawk: An excellent CBC count was the 126 at Omaha 17 Dec (fide 
BG). High for a Nebraska CBC is 146, also at Omaha. 
Ferruginous Hawk: One was as far east as Hall Co 29 Jan (BFH), where rare in 
mid-winter. 
Rough-legged Hawk: The 25 on the Ponca SP CBC 14 Dec (fide JJ) was a good 
eastern count. Winter high is 53, in the Panhandle. 
Golden Eagle: Most of the rare easterly reports of Golden Eagle are from the 
northeast; one was in Cedar Co 8 Dec (JJ) and 2 were reported on the Ponca 
SP CBC 14 Dec (fide JJ). 
American Kestrel: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide mid-winter 
visitor. 
Merlin: Reports were routine for this species, another uncommon statewide mid-
winter visitor. 
Peregrine Falcon: This species is only of casual occurrence (less than annual) in 
mid-winter (Dec-Feb) away from the breeding locations in Lincoln and Omaha. 
Two of the 3 reports received were unaccompanied by details, but one in 
Lincoln Co 17 Dec was seen reasonably well (TH). 
Prairie Falcon: Generally rare eastward, more than usual were reported, a total of 
13 during the period (m. ob), including 4 in the RWB 24 Dec (JGJ, JLL). 
Virginia Rail: Reports were routine; all from known wintering sites where water 
remains open in the North Platte Valley. 
American Coot: Stragglers included 47 at L Maloney, Lincoln Co, 5 Jan (TJW), 
2 at Carter L, Omaha, 6 Jan (CNK), and 3 in Douglas Co 9 Jan (JR). Carter L 
hosted 350 on 6 Feb (JR), apparently an early group of migrants; the water 
was open there all winter. A few over-winter away from major reservoirs, but 
mid-winter reports elsewhere are scarce. A few wintered in Dodge Co (D&JP), 
2 were in South Sioux City 22 Jan (BFH), and 2 were at HCR 29 Jan (RSt, 
EBa, MM). An excellent count for the date and 3rd-highest for fall was the 
6000 at LM 30 Dec (SJD); 6007 were tallied on the LM CBC there the next 
day (fide SID). 
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Sandhill Crane: The large number of lingering cranes noted in fall in Hali' Co 
remained, with 3510 counted on the Grand Island CBC I 7 Dec (fide CM); 
3000 were at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 29 Dec (AH, MBB, JJ). Spring 
arrivals were first noted in Lincoln Co, where 3000 were flying north 23 Jan 
(TJW), among the early dates for spring arrival. Numbers in Hall Co had 
increased to as many as 5,000-10,000 by 3 Feb (PD). Over-wintering by 
Sandhill Cranes is very rare; the reasons for this event are unclear, but may 
simply reflect the unusually mild winter conditions. 
Comm.on Crane: Following the trend of annual sightings of this species in recent 
years, one was discovered with Sandhill Cranes 27 Jan in Hall Co (PD). This 
bird was subsequently seen and photographed by many, and was last reported 
25 Feb (JJ). It appears to have been associated with a wintering group of 
Sandhill Cranes, but left in late Feb, a rather early departure date for the latter 
species. 
Whooping Crane: Continuing this most unusual winter season for Nebraska 
cranes was the appearance in Dawson Co 27 Jan of 3 Whoopers; these were 
almost certainly the same birds (2 ads and an imm) that wintered in the 
Cheyenne Bottoms area of cen. Kansas mid-Dec through mid-Jan (fide SS) and 
were last seen there 24 Jan (SS). This is the first Jan record for Whooping 
Crane in Nebraska, but it was aided by an early northward push of Sandhill 
Cranes. Apparently the same birds (2 ads and an imm) were in Phelps Co 1 
Feb (WF). 
Killdeer: Reports in the period 8 Jan-9 Feb are few away from the North Platte 
Valley; only the 8th and 9th such reports were of one in Omaha 23 Jan (JR) 
and 2 in southeast Sarpy Co 29 Jan (GSt). 
Greater Yellow legs: One in Seward Co 26 Feb (JG) was earliest on record by 4 
days; there is a group of early Mar records. 
Dunlin: One found at LO 9 Dec (PD) lingered until the LM CBC 31 Dec (fide 
SJD, photo); this is only the 3rd winter record for Nebraska. 
Wilson's Snipe: The LM CBC 31 Dec tallied 18 (fide SJD), a good number for 
the date. 
American Woodcock: Earliest arrival dates are in late Feb; one at BOL 27 Feb 
(JC, SSc) was 3rd-earliest on record. 
Bonaparte's Gull: Most have passed through Nebraska by late Dec, but 9 ads 
were still at LM on the CBC there 31 Dec (fide SJD). 
Franklin's Gull: Prior to this winter there were only 18 records 2 Dec-21 Feb, 
but this winter there were 3: one was at LM 9 Dec (PD), 2 were at BOL 5 Jan 
(LE), and one was at PL 2 Feb (LE), possibly one of the BOL birds. First 
migrant was an ad at BOL 21-26 Feb (DL, LE, JGJ). 
Mew Gull: Most of the 15 fall records to date have been in Dec, as were those this 
winter. A second winter bird was at GPO 4-8 Dec (MB, photo p. 22), an ad 
was at LM 9 and 16 Dec (PD), and 3 ads were there 30-31 Dec (SJD, photo). 
Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine for this abundant migrant and uncommon 
winter visitor. 
California Gull: All but one of the reports were from LM, as expected; 2-16 were 
reported 9-3 l Dec (PD, SJD); peak count of 16 was on 30 Dec (SJD). 
Elsewhere, 3 sub-ads arrived at Johnson L, Dawson and Gosper Cos, 26 Feb 
(LR, RH). 
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Herring Gull: Reports were routine for this fairly common migrant and 
uncommon winter visitor. 
Thayer's Gull: LM is a regular winter location; 1-2 ads were present 9-31 Dec 
(PD, SJD). Earliest reported was a first year bird near North Platte 2 Dec 
(TJW), and the 2 other reports were of 2-3 juvs at HCR 22-25 Jan (LR, RH, 
LE) and 1-2 at Johnson L, Dawson and Gosper Cos, 21-26 Feb (JGJ, LR, 
RH). There are only 4 Jan reports away from LM and Sutherland Res. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: This species is a regular spring and fall migrant; 
reports were indeed limited to these seasons, with none in mid-winter. Spring 
migrants included 4 ads at Johnson L 21 Feb (JGJ, LDi) and, oddly, 3 second-
year birds there 5 days later (LR, RH) as well as another ad at BOL 22-26 Feb 
(LE, GR, JGJ). Most spring birds are ads, the opposite is true in fall. Fall 
migrants included an imm at Capitol Beach L 2 Dec (JGJ), another imm at 
GPD 4-8 Dec (MB, JJ), and 3 different imm birds at LM 9-31 Dec (PD, SJD). 
Glaucous Gull: Most Glaucous Gulls reaching Nebraska are imms; thus an ad at 
PL 18 Jan (JGJ) was a good find. Elsewhere, there were at least 10 imms 
reported statewide during the period (m. ob.), about as expected. 
Great Black-backed Gull: Previously there were only 11 fall records, but a 
surprising 2-3 appeared this fall. A first winter bird was at GPD 4-8 Dec 
(MB, JJ), a juv was at LM 9 Dec (PD), and a possible ad, "but very distant", 
was at Sutherland Res 16 Dec (PD). A second year bird at Johnson L, 
Dawson and Gosper Cos, 21 Feb (JGJ, LDi) was only the 8th spring record. 
Rock Pigeon: The 1558 counted on the Lincoln CBC 17 Dec (fide LRB) appears 
to be a Nebraska CBC record high. 
Eurasian Collared-Dove: Scottsbluff in Dec is currently the place to see a lot of 
these birds; 333 were tallied on the CBC there 17 Dec (fide AK), a near-record 
high for the count and state. Doves like to try nesting year-round; one was 
building a nest in Hastings 18 Feb (PD), the earliest such date for the state by 
5 days. 
Mourning Dove: North and west for mid-winter were singles at Norfolk 18 Jan 
(WF) and Whitman 26 Jan (WF), the latter only the 4th winter record west of 
Antelope Co and north of the Platte River Valley. Best winter flock was the 
160 in Lincoln 5 Jan (LE). 
Barn Owl: Most leave by late Oct; one attracted to the Rowe Sanctuary feeders 6 
Dec (KS) was one of only about 30 known reports Dec through mid-Mar. 
Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
resident. 
Great Homed Owl: A pale road-killed bird found 21 Jan in Hamilton Co (JGr) 
was thought to be of the northern subspecies Bubo virginianus subarcticus 
(JGJ, TEL); this subspecies is an occasional winter visitor, probably arriving 
along with the huge Snowy Owl invasion this winter. 
Snowy Owl: Clearly the story of this winter was a historically unprecedented 
invasion of Snowy Owls. The Non-game Bird Program at Nebraska Game and 
Parks (JGJ, LDi) kept a det~iled record of the birds as they were reported. The 
final tally was an amazing 200, of which 159 were confirmed (89 by photo, 29 
carcasses, 41 credible observations or descriptions). First sighting was in 
Saline Co 8 Nov, followed by a flurry of reports 24 Nov through Jan (JGJ, 
LDi). The majority of reports were in the east, with most westerly reports 
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towards the end of the invasion. Most were solitary birds, but 4 were in close 
proximity in Harlan Co 22 Jan (LR, RH). Reports were still arriving at Game 
and Parks at around one per day by l Feb (JGJ), but many of the later reports 
were of carcasses, and a strong snowfall over much ofNebraska around 4 Feb 
may have led to the demise of many of the survivors, as almost no reports 
were made subsequently (JGJ). Last reported was a white bird photographed at 
CLNWR 16 Feb (BGr fide JGJ). 
Barred Owl: A population appears to be established along the eastern end of the 
Republican River, in Webster and Nuckolls Cos, and in the adjacent Little 
Blue River drainage of Thayer and Jefferson Cos, but one near Riverton, 
southeast Franklin Co, 21 Feb (JGJ, LDi) is the westernmost record to date 
along the Republican River Valley. 
Long-eared Owl: Reports were routine for this fairly common, but cryptic, 
statewide winter visitor. However, none were seen on the Seward-BOL CBC 
for the first time since 2000 (fide JG). 
Short-eared Owl: There were many more reports this winter than in most winters, 
possibly due to the minimal and temporary snow cover in most parts of the 
state. At least 30 were reported, all from the eastern half of the state except for 
2 in Keith Co 30-31 Dec (SJD), 2 in Lincoln Co 25 Jan (TJW), and one in 
Hitchcock Co 31 Jan (TJW). 
Northern Saw-whet Owl: The only report was from LO, where one was found 
on the LM CBC 31 Dec (fide SJD). This species has been found regularly in 
recent years at this location. 
Belted Kingfisher: The 16 on the Lincoln CBC 17 Dec (fide LRB) is a record 
CBC count for the state. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: Away from the extreme southeast, reports in Dec-Feb 
are rare, but one was seen on the BOL-Seward CBC 16 Dec (D&JP), one was 
in Knox Co 26 Dec (MB) and 3 were in n. Buffalo Co 9 Jan (VV fide RH). 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this fairly common resident 
of the state east of the Panhandle. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: There are a few Dec reports westward along the 
Platte River Valley; additions were one at Ogallala 10 Dec (JB fide CWH), 
and an ad male at LM 16 Dec (PD). Jan reports are few away from the 
southeast; an ad and an imm were at Grand Island 5 Jan (SM) and one was at a 
feeder there 24 Jan (AC), one was at Curtis 1 Jan (RL), and one was in Valley 
Co 23 Jan (WF). 
Downy Woodpecker: The 119 on the DeSoto CBC 18 Dec (fide JT) was a good 
count; high for Nebraska CBCs is 191 at Omaha 1977-78. 
Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide 
resident. 
Northern Flicker: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident and 
winter visitor. 
Pileated Woodpecker: The small population in southeast Otoe Co along the 
Steamboat Trace bike trail persists; one was seen there 7 Dec (LF, SQ). 
Loggerhead Shrike: The only report was of a brief look at one at a feeder in 
Keith Co 1 Jan; there are very few reports after early Dec even in the se, and 
differentiating Loggerhead from Northern can be surprisingly challenging. 
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Northern Shrike: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide winter 
visitor. 
Pinyon Jay: This species is far easier to find in winter than in summer, but the 
only report was from a CBC in the Pine Ridge: 12 were on the Crawford CBC 
2 Jan (fide B&DW). 
Blue Jay: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident and migrant. 
Black-billed Magpie: A few reports were received from the eastern edge of the 
range, where numbers may be recovering after several lean years. Four birds 
near Overton were the first there since 2002 (AC, CM), 2 were in Franklin Co 
24 Jan (WF), one was in Dannevirke 13 Dec (SM), and 3 were on the Norfolk 
CBC 17 Dec (JJ). 
American Crow: Good numbers were noted in 2 northeast Nebraska counties 26 
Dec: 500 in Knox Co and 300 in Boyd Co (JJ). 
Common Raven: A brief view of a bird thought to be this species was had near 
Purdum 8 Jan (MSS). Although not a definite record, there have been 
sightings from this general area of the Sandhills in recent years. 
Homed Lark: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide winter visitor and 
common resident. 
Black-capped Chickadee: This species continues to recover from low numbers 
in recent years; the 97 on the SOL-Seward CBC 16 Dec was the highest count 
there since 2002 (fide JG). 
Tufted Titmouse: Continuing reports from Lincoln, where the species occurs in 
surprisingly low numbers, were of at least 4 birds at various feeders through 
the period (RSt, TCG, LE). 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: Numbers were about normal for a winter; best count 
was the 12 on the Lincoln CBC 17 Dec (fide LRB). 
White-breasted Nuthatch: From one end of the state to the other: the 145 on 
the DeSoto NWR CBC 18 Dec was a count high (fide JT), and presumably all 
were of the eastern subspecies, whereas 3 recorded on the Crawford CBC 2 Jan 
were all of the Rocky Mountain subspecies (B&DW), the resident form in the 
Pine Ridge. 
Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this fairly common Ponderosa Pine 
resident. 
Brown Creeper: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide winter 
visitor. 
Carolina Wren: Away from the lower Missouri River Valley, reports were of2 on 
the Ames CBC 14 Dec (fide D&JP), and one in Lancaster Co 8 Jan (WF). 
Winter Wren: Fall stragglers were one during the Ames CBC count week on 12 
Dec (D&JP), one in Seward December 18 (JG), and another on the LM CBC 
31 Dec (fide SJD), where a few winter. Wintering also occurs most years in 
the extreme southeast; 1-2 were at FF 2-6 Feb (JR, CNK). 
Marsh Wren: A few birds winter around spring-fed moving water around LO each . 
year, but at a new location were the 6 found 15 Jan 3 miles east of the Roscoe 
Road along the irrigation canal there (RM). 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: A few winter each year in the southeast, although the 
12 at FF 2 Feb (JR) was an unusually high number, probably due to the mild 
winter. Up to 4 were reported from various locations in Jan within the area 
outlined by HCR (LR, RH, LE), Grand Island (SM), and Polk Co (MN). 
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Ruby-crowned Kinglet: The mild winter was kind to this kinglet, too; one was 
at HCR 25 Jan (LE), one wintered in the Grand Island area (SM, photo), and 
up to 6 were at ADF 17-20 Feb (LF, SQ). Singles on the North Platte CBC 
17 Dec (fide TJW) and the Omaha CBC the same day were also noteworthy; 
the North Platte bird was rather westerly. 
Eastern Bluebird: The 271 on the SOL-Seward CBC 16 Dec (fide JG) was a 
CBC high for Nebraska. 
Mountain Bluebird: The Lincoln Co cedar canyons are a winter stronghold; the 
40 on the North Platte CBC 17 Dec was a count high there (fide TJW), 50 
were in Lincoln Co 30 Dec (JJ), 18 on 1 Jan (TJW), and 21on2 Feb (LD). 
Townsend's Solitaire: The 5 on the BOL-Seward CBC 16 Dec tied the count 
high (fide JG); a few solitaires make their way eastward most years. The 58 
on the LM CBC 31 Dec (fide SJD) was a good total; CBC high is 157, also 
at LM. 
Hermit Thrush: Three were reported in Dec, all on CBCs: one at BOL-Seward 16 
Dec (fide JG) and 2 at DeSoto NWR 18 Dec (fide JT). This species winters on 
occasion; singles in Saunders Co 18 Jan (JJ) and at FF 6 Feb (CNK) may have 
been making attempts. 
American Robin: This species was much in evidence this winter; "larger numbers 
than usual were present all winter" in Scotts Bluff Co (AK). And large counts 
were the 4177 on the LM CBC 31 Dec (fide SJD) and 635 in Lancaster Co 19 
Jan (LE). A group of 80 in the observer's Hastings yard 18 Feb (PD) may 
have been early arrivals. 
Northern Mockingbird: The mild winter allowed a few to linger; this is a fairly 
hardy mimid. Singles were on the Lincoln CBC 17 Dec (fide LRB), in 
Dawson Co 30 Dec (D&JP), and in Nebraska City 21 Jan-24 Feb (LF). The 
Nebraska City bird apparently wintered, as did one at Pioneers Park, Lincoln 
(RSt, EBa, DL). 
Brown Thrasher: This mimid also is rather hardy, although northerly reports in 
Dec are rare; one in Knox Co 24 Dec was the observer's first Dec record there 
(MB). Another surprise for the date was one as far west as the LM CBC 31 
Dec (fide SJD). 
European Starling: Reports were routine for this fairly common winter visitor 
and common summer resident. 
Cedar Waxwing: The 312 on the Ames CBC 14 Dec was a new count high there 
(fide D&JP); state high CBC tally is 1742, at Calamus Res I Jan 2005. 
Lapland Longspur: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide winter 
visitor. 
Snow Bunting: After the huge numbers reported last winter (2010-2011) this 
winter was a fizzier, with only 3 reports: 3 were at LM 9 Feb (PD), 9 were on 
the Calamus Res CBC 28 Dec (JJ), and one was at Eppley Airfield, Omaha, 9 
Feb (JT). Most years, numbers are rather low in Nebraska. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: There were scattered reports in mid-winter from the 
south and east of 8 birds in all (TJW, BFH, LE, WF). Even in those parts of 
the state such records are rare, but there have been more reports in the last few 
winters. One at North Platte 4 Jan (TJW) was westerly for the date. 
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Yellow-throated Warbler: Surprisingly, this species has occurred in winter 3 
times prior to this year, when one extraordinarily hardy bird frequented the 
observer's Omaha yard 21 Jan-21 Feb (JT). 
Spotted Towhee: This species is rare but regularly-reported in Dec in the 
southeast, although Jan-Feb reports are few. Singles were in Dodge Co 20 Jan 
(GJ) and Franklin Co 24 Jan (WF). 
Eastern Towhee: Most depart before Dec, but one was found on the Lincoln CBC 
17 Dec (LE). This species, like Spotted Towhee, is rarely reported in mid-
winter. 
American Tree Sparrow: The 884 on the Omaha CBC 17 Dec (fide BG) was 
impressive, but high for Nebraska CBCs is 2281 at Harlan Co Res in 2000. 
Chipping Sparrow: Details were provided for one at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, 
21 Dec (JR); this is only the 9th documented report for mid-Nov through Feb. 
Field Sparrow: This species occurs during winter on occasion, usually in the 
south, but 4 on the Norfolk CBC 17 Dec (fide DH) were northerly. Less 
unusual, but still rare occurrences, were the 8 wintering with American Tree 
Sparrows at PL (LE) and one in Seward Co 18 Jan (JJ). 
Vesper Sparrow: The first documented record of overwintering was one in Dodge 
Co (D&JP, photo). There is only one other documented record for mid-Dec 
through Feb. 
Savannah Sparrow: This is yet another species given an opportunity by the mild 
winter. Although there are several Dec reports as late as CBCs, including one 
photographed this year in Sarpy Co (ARy, photo), this winter an amazing 
number of birds were reported, including three in Feb plus a wintering bird, 
the first records for Feb for the state. Up to 6 at BOL through the period (LE, 
fide JG) provided the first report of overwintering, and there were these mid-
winter reports: 2 were in Jefferson Co 22 Jan (JC, SSc), one was photographed 
at Rowe Sanctuary 5 Feb (KS), one was in western Seward Co 13 Feb (LE), 
and one was in Dodge Co 26 Feb (D&JP). 
Fox Sparrow: There were 4 mid-winter reports, all from the south, including a 
rare Feb record of one in Hall Co 12 Feb (PD). Others were one at PL 19 Jan 
(LE), 2 in Jefferson Co 22 Jan (JC, SSc, LE), and one in Franklin Co 24 Jan, 
identified as the expected eastern subspecies Passerella iliaca iliaca (WF). 
Such reports have been more numerous in the last few years, with 10 of the 16 
records mid-Jan through mid-Feb in the years 2008-2012. 
Song Sparrow: Reports were routine for this widespread low-density winter 
visitor. 
Lincoln's Sparrow: Only the 2nd and 3rd Feb records for the state were singles 
in Lancaster Co 10 Feb (LE) and one at Pioneers Park, Lincoln, 11 Feb (LE). 
Swamp Sparrow: CBC reports occur most years, but 2 birds at BOL 22 Feb and 
one there 26 Feb (LE) were rare mid-winter occurrences; there were only 6 
previous records for Feb. 
White-throated Sparrow: Reports were routine for this uncommon winter 
visitor and common migrant; most winter reports are from the east. 
Harris's Sparrow: One in Morrill Co 2 Jan (LJH) was westerly, where rare. 
White-crowned Sparrow: Dec records are numerous statewide, but most leave 
the state in mid-winter, and those that remain are usually found in the west. 
Unexpected therefore were 2 in Adams Co 29 Jan (LE). 
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Dark-eyed (White-winged} Junco: None were reported; this is an uncommon 
winter visitor in the west. 
Dark-eyed (Slate-colored} Junco: Reports were routine for this common 
statewide winter visitor. There are a few reports in Nebraska of the "Cassiar" 
form of Slate-colored Junco, which is likely a stable hybrid between Slate-
colored and Oregon Juncos; one was reported from Omaha 21 Dec (JR). 
Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: This form is rare in the east relative to Slate-
coloreds; at the Ponca SP CBC 14 Dec one Oregon was found along with 457 
Slate-coloreds (fide JJ), and at the Lincoln CBC 17 Dec the ratio was one to 
526 (fide LRB). 
Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: Reports were routine for this fairly common 
winter visitor in the west. 
Northern Cardinal: Reports continue from Scotts Bluff Co, albeit of a few tiny 
scattered populations; a fem was at the Riverside Zoo 29 Dec and 2 males a 
mile east of the zoo the same day (AD). 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: A major surprise was the appearance of 2 Pheucticus 
grosbeaks, the 6th and 7th very late records for the state, latest of these 3 I 
Dec. One was found on the Lincoln CBC I 7 Dec (NS fide LRB), and the 
other, an apparent first fall male, was at an Omaha feeder 7-19 Dec (AS, photo 
p. 24). 
Red-winged Blackbird: Arrival was a little early, especially for the fems and 
"yearlings" in a sizeable flock of 3500 individuals in Gage Co 26 Feb (CNK). 
Males usually arrive first in single-gender flocks. 
Western Meadowlark: Wintering birds were identified north to Dakota Co 
(BFH), and 2 were singing near Republican City 29 Jan (RSt); most wintering 
meadowlarks are this species. The 354 on the Grand Island CBC 17 Dec (fide 
CM) was a good CBC tally. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Occasional single males arrive very early, often with 
Red-winged Blackbirds; one was as far north as Garden Co 17 Feb (WF). One 
on the Scottsbluff CBC 17 Dec was unexpected (fide AK), but not 
unprecedented. 
Rusty Blackbird: This species winters most years in the southeast; mid-winter 
reports were of I 3 in Lancaster Co I 9 Jan (LE), 16 in Franklin Co 22 Jan (LR, 
RH), and 30 in Kearney Co 5 Feb (LR, RH). The other reports were of 2 on 
the Ponca SP CBC 14 Dec (BFH), 5 on the Norfolk CBC I 7 Dec (fide DH), 
and 2 near Broken Bow 26 Feb (TH). The Broken Bow bird was possibly 
wintering also. 
Brewer's Blackbird: None were reported for this rare winter visitor in the south. 
Common Grackle: This species occurs in mid-winter on occasion, mostly in the 
south and east; one was with Red-winged Blackbirds in Phelps Co 24 Jan 
(WF). 
Great-tailed Grackle: Good numbers often occur well into Dec, especially in 
mild winters like this one; 200 were at Ceresco 25 Dec (JGJ) and 250 at 
Gothenburg 30 Dec (D&JP). Mid-winter reports are rare; however, a male was 
in Kearney 22 Jan (TEL), and 3 were at Gibbon 29 Jan (LR, RH). 
Occasionally numbers overwinter in the southeast; 135 were at Jack Sinn 
WMA, Lancaster and Saunders Cos, 2 Feb (LE). 
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Brown-headed Cowbird: Winter status of this species is similar to that of Great-
tailed Grackle. Mid-winter reports included 5 in Franklin Co 22 Jan (LR, 
RH), one in Buffalo Co 25 Jan (LE), 2 in Adams Co 29 Jan (LE), and 2 in 
Gage Co 19 Feb (CNK). The CBC tallies of212 at Norfolk 17 Dec (fide DH) 
and 150 at LM 31 Dec (fide SJD) were excellent for the dates and locations. 
Oriole sp.: One was at a feeder in Omaha 3 Dec, reported as "oriole sp." (fide JR). 
There are 8 late reports of Baltimore Oriole, latest date 14 Jan, and none of 
Bullock's. 
Grey-crowned Rosy-Finch: The only reports of this uncommon and rather 
localized winter visitor came from Scottsbluff National Monument, Scotts 
Bluff Co, where 35 were seen 11 Dec (AD) and 40 on 17 Feb (KD). 
Purple Finch: This was a fairly quiet year for this species, although a few 
wandered westward along the Platte River Valley, where they are usually rare. 
A consideration in identification of westerly Purples is the presence on 
occasion in the Panhandle of Cassin's Finch. A Purple was photographed in 
Lincoln Co 13 Dec (VC), 2 were on the Scottsbluff CBC 17 Dec (fide AK), 
and one was on the LM CBC 31 Dec (fide SJD). 
House Finch: Good tallies were the 184 on the Lincoln CBC 17 Dec (fide LRB) 
and 81 at the observer's Scotts Bluff Co feeder 17 Feb (KD). 
Red Crossbill: Reports were routine for this inhabitant of western pinewoods. 
White-winged Crossbill: Although good numbers were found to the east in 
Iowa, only one Nebraska report was received, of 3 in the well-known spruce-
endowed Lutheran Cemetery in Norfolk 11 Feb (MB). This species is an 
occasional winter visitor. 
Common Redpoll: This was a good year for this species, with about 40 reported 
in all, statewide. Best count was the 23 on the Harrison CBC 3 Jan (CNK). 
Pine Siskin: Numbers were generally in single digits on all reports except for the 
100 birds at the Wildcat Hills NC feeders, Scotts Bluff Co, 17 Feb (AK). 
American Goldfinch: Best counts were the 200 in a Hastings yard 19 Feb (fide 
PD) and an impressive 899 on the LM CBC 31 Dec (fide SJD). 
House Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
